32    "EITHER   COWARDS   OR   UNHAPPY"

Waterloo and the appearance of Mazzini, and that
grand object was not to be reached for forty years.
In the meantime, true to his guiding principle :

" Then battle for freedom whenever you can,
And; if not shot or hang'd; you'll get knighted/'

Byron had sacrificed himself for Greece as nobly as he
was prepared to sacrifice himself for Italy. It was a
time of darkness hardly visible. In the very year
when Byron witnessed the collapse of the Carbonari
rebellion, Leopardi, as Mr. Trevelyan tells us, wrote to
his sister on her marriage : " The children you will
have must be either cowards or unhappy ; choose the
unhappy." The hope of freedom appeared extinct.
Tyrants, as Byron wrote, could be conquered but by
tyrants, and freedom found no champion. The Italians
themselves were merged in the slime of despairing
satisfaction, and he watched them creeping, " crouch-
ing, and crab-like/' along their streets. But through
that dark gate of unhappiness which Leopardi named
as the one choice for all but cowards, led the thin path
that freedom must always take. Great as wtre
Mazzini's services to all Europe, his greatest service
to his countrymen lay in arousing them from the
slough of contentment to a life of hardship, sacrifice,
and unhappiness. When, after the loss of Rome in
1849, Garibaldi called for volunteers to accompany
his hazardous retreat, he said to them: "I offer
neither pay, nor quarters, nor provisions; I offer
hunger, thirst, forced marches, battles, and death/1
Swinburne himself may have ftad those words in
mind when, writing also of Garibaldi, he said of
freedom;